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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 30 September 2009 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

Applicant's election with traverse of species a in the reply filed on 9/30/09 is 
acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that it is not a burdensome search. 
This is not found persuasive because the species are deemed to lack unity because 
they are not so linked as to form a single general inventive concept. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1 . Claims 1 -3,5-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by 

Kubota (JP 2003019569). 

Kubota discloses a lead terminal for electrically connecting a first connected body 
and a second connected body, the lead terminal being a plate material consisting of 
conductive metal (figure 7 number 14), the lead terminal including; a welding portion 
(figure 7 number 14,1 3a, 13b) in which electricity is caused to flow in the state caused 
to be in contact with an external terminal of the first connected body so that the welding 
portion is resistance-welded to the external terminal of the first connected body; a 
connecting portion (figure 7 number 4) connected to an external terminal of the second 
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connected body; and a conductive portion positioned between the welding portion and 
the connecting portion, and serving to allow these portions to electrically conduct, 
wherein the welding portion is formed so that its thickness is thinner than thickness of 
the conductive portion (welding portion is thinner b/c of the welding electrodes). 

As to claim 2, Kubota discloses wherein plural welding portions are provided as 
the welding portion (figure 7). 

As to claim 3, Kubota discloses wherein the welding portion is a recessed portion 
provided at positions opposite to each other of both principal surfaces of the plate 
material, or a predetermined position of one principal surface of the plate material 
(figure 7). 

As to claim 5, Kubota discloses wherein the connecting portion is formed so that 
its thickness is thinner than the thickness of the conductive portion (conductive material 
can be multiple layers as shown in figure 10 number 3). 

As to claim 6, Kubota discloses wherein the conductive metal contains any one 
kind or plural kinds of nickel, nickel alloy, iron, iron alloy, stainless steel, zinc, zinc 
alloy, copper, copper alloy, silver, silver alloy, gold, gold alloy, platinum, platinum alloy, 
aluminum, aluminum alloy, molybdenum, molybdenum alloy, tungsten, tungsten alloy, 
titanium, titanium alloy, chromium, chromium alloy, zirconium, zirconium alloy, 
beryllium, beryllium alloy, rhodium, and rhodium alloy (figure 10). 

As to claim 7, Kubota discloses wherein the conductive portion is formed by a 
laminated body in which plural layers of a first conductive metal having a first 
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conductivity and plural layers of a second conductive metal having a second 
conductivity are laminated (figure 10). 

As to claim 8, Kubota discloses wherein the welding portion consists of the first 
conductivity metal having the first conductivity lower than the second conductivity 
(kuboa discloses that the conductive material can have multiple layers with Al and Ni, 
therefore would have the first conductivity metal having the first conductivity lower than 
the second conductivity) . 

As to claim 9, Kubota discloses wherein the first conductivity metal contains any 
one kind or plural kinds of nickel, nickel alloy, iron, iron alloy, stainless steel, zinc, and 
zinc alloy, and the second conductivity metal contains any one kind or plural kinds of 
copper, copper alloy, silver, silver alloy, gold, gold alloy, platinum, platinum alloy, 
aluminum, aluminum alloy, tungsten, tungsten alloy, beryllium, beryllium alloy, rhodium, 
and rhodium alloy (figure 10 number 3). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kubota. 

Kubota discloses the lead terminal described above. Kubota fail to disclose 
wherein in the case where plural welding spots (points) of the welding portion and the 
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external terminal of the first connected body are provided, a slit or slits is or are formed 
between these welding spots. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time applicant's invention was made to provide, Kubota with wherein in 
the case where plural welding spots (points) of the welding portion and the external 
terminal of the first connected body are provided, a slit or slits is or are formed between 
these welding spots in order to reduce surface area of the conductive material in 
absence of unexpected results. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JANE RHEE whose telephone number is (571 )272- 
1499. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Ryan can be reached on 571-272-1292. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Jane Rhee/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1795 



